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TO  THE 


TIVERTON 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1950. 

SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA. 

Area:  1 14,139  Acres. 

Population,  estimated :  20,920. 

Rateable  Value:  £'78,617 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate:  £335. 

Social  Conditions.  Agriculture  being  the  chief  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  inhabitants,  conditions  are,  on  the  whole,  good. 

Slaughtering  Industries.  Government  Slaughterhouse, 
Tiverton  Junction. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live  \  Legitimate  284 

139 

1481 

1  Birth  Rate  per  1000 

Births  j  Illegitimate  19 

8 

11  J 

1  the  population — 14‘3 

Still  \  Legitimate  7 

5 

21 

1  Rate  per  1000  total 

Births  j  Illegitimate  — 

— 

—  J 

(  births— 23'2 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

«  • 

1 

15‘7  per  1000 

1  Crude  Death  Rate  per 
1  1000  of  the  estimated 

Deaths  . .  . .  265 

134 

131 

f  resident  population — 

1  ■l2-7 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

*  • 

.  10-2 

Deaths  from  diseases  &  accidents  1  from  sepsis  ..  Nil 
of  pregnancy  Cind  child-birth  J  from  other  causes  Nil 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ••  51'2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  59‘6 

Illegitimate  infants  deaths  under  one  . .  . .  2 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ..  ..  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . .  2 

,,  ,,  Cancer  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  43 


Statistics  for  England  and  Wales. 

Births  per  1,000  of  population 

Deaths 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


Live  15'8 
Still  0-37 

..  1L6 

.  29-3 


Excessive  Mortality  during  the  Year. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  are  43  as  compared  to  40  in  1949. 
The  Infantile  Mortality  is  unusually  high  and  is  almost 
entirely  due  to  prematurity^  and  also  to  birth  injuries. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA 


1.  Nursing  in  the  home.  No  change. 

2.  Number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  Area.  The 

District  Nurses,  of  which  there  are  16,  act  in  this 
capacity. 


3.  Laboratory  Facilities.  Clinical  material  is  examined 
at  the  County  Laboratories  as  before,  also  at  the 
Pathological  Department,  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter 
Hospital. 


4.  Legislation  in  Force.  There  has  been  no  major  change 
during  the  past  year  with  regard  to  Legislation 
in  Force  throughout  the  Area. 


5.  The  Tiverton  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.  The 

Tiverton  Llospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  is  now 
used  by  the  Hospital  Board  for  recovery  cases 
from  Tiverton  District  and  from  the  Royal  Devon 
and  Exeter  Hospital.  Cases  requiring  isolation  now 
go  to  Whipton  Isolation  Hospital,  Exeter. 


General  Surgical  and  Medical  Cases  are  admitted  to  Tiverton 
and  District  Hospital  or  the  Royal  Devon  and 
Exeter  Hospital.  Both  Hospitals  have  consider¬ 
able  waiting  lists,  more  especially  the  latter 
and  consequently  accommodation  cannot  be  con¬ 
sidered  adequate. 


Maternity  Cases.  The  majority  are  admitted  to  the  Tiverton 
and  District  Hospital,  admission  being  controlled 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Applications  are 
usually  in  excess  of  accommodation. 


5 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 
the  year  1950,  giving  age  incidence. 


Age 

Periods 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph¬ 

theria 

V\  hoop¬ 
ing 

Cough 

Measles 

1  Pneu- 
1  monia 

Ery¬ 

sipelas 

Para 

Typhoid 

Dysen¬ 

tery 

f  (Soiin^) 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Menin¬ 

gitis 

Enteric 

Acute 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

Acute 

Ence¬ 

phalitis 

0- 

-  1 

4 

1 

1 

1- 

-  3 

— 

— 

26 

22 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

3- 

-  5 

1 

— 

32 

35 

3 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

- - 

5- 

-10 

5 

— 

51 

78 

3 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15 

2 

— 

1 

8 

1 

— 

_ 

_ _ 

— 

— 

2 

— 

15—25 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

25—30 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

30- 

-35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35- 

-45 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• - 

55-  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age 

Unknown 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

;  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

■ - 

118 

149 

29 

11 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

3 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia,  2. 


Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1950. 


Age 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

c 

. 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

10 

— - 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

15 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

_ 

20 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

25 

2 

3 

_ 

— 

_ 

- 

- 

35 

2 

2 

_ 

— 

■ 

45 

4 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

. 

55 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

_ 

_ 

— 

65  up 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Age 

Unknown 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Total 

9 

10 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 
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All  the  above  deaths  have  been  notified  according 
to  the  Regulations. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62.  No  action  was 
taken. 


SECTION  B— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supplies. 

Public  supplies  generally  have  been  satisfactory  in 
quantity  throughout  the  year  and  samples  of  public  supplies 
satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  Washfield,  where  slight 
pollution  was  indicated  and  the  cause  has  been  investigated. 

Extensions  to  mains  schemes  were  completedatShilling- 
ford  and  Willand. 

Improvements  to  the  supplies  have  been  carried  out 
at  Oakford,  Clayhanger  and  Morebath. 

The  privately  owned  village  scheme  at  Morebath  has 
been  purchased  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  and  a 
scheme  for  further  improving  and  extending  this  scheme  is 
in  hand. 

Several  schemes  for  a  supply  scheme  for  Exebridge 
have  been  prepared  and  considered,  but  no  decision  has  yet 
been  reached  as  to  the  most  satisfactory  method  of  supply¬ 
ing  this  village. 

A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  a  supply  of  water  to  be 
taken  to  Butterleigh  and  Bickleigh  by  the  extension  of  the 
Regional  Main  from  a  point  near  Brithembottom. 

The  Council  has  negotiated  an  agreement  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  the  re-afforestation 
of  the  Regional  Water  Scheme  Catchment  Areas  at  Black- 
borough  and  Sheldon.  This  work  will  be  carried  out 
without  interference  with  the  collection  and  treatment  of 
water  on  the  sites. 
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During  the  year,  the  following  premises  have  been 
connected  to  main  supplies : — 


Domestic  Premises 
Trade  Premises  . . 

Total  of  New  Consumers  during  year 


111 

31  (metered 

-  supplies) 

142 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  consumers  on 
the  Council’s  Water  Scheme  throughout  the  district : — 


No.  of 

Approx.  No.  of  Dwelling 
Population  Dwelling  Houses 


Parishes  with  a 

Main  Water  Supply 

Estimated 

Population 

Supplied 
from  Mains 

Houses  Supplied  by 
Connected  Stand-pipes 

Bampton 

1592 

961 

318 

30 

Bradninch 

1792 

1314 

440 

— 

Burlescombe 

687 

^  315 

106 

— 

Cullompton 

3073 

""  2086 

721 

— 

Culmstock 

875 

420 

146 

— 

Halberton 

1302  ^ 

657 

224 

— 

Hemyock 

957 

489 

165 

— 

Holcombe  Rogus 

478 

190 

62 

— 

Kentisbeare 

814 

270 

90 

— 

Morebath 

403 

40 

13 

10 

Oakford 

444 

60 

19 

4 

Sampford  Peverell 

730 

440  ' 

146 

— 

Silverton 

1129 

945 

311 

35 

Thorverton 

874 

477 

164 

— 

Uffculme 

1672 

995 

328 

— 

Uplowman 

316 

90 

29 

— 

Washfield 

315 

75 

25 

— 

Willand 

666 

587 

190 

7 

Totals : 

18,119 

10,411 

3,497 

86 

8 


/ 


Sewerage, 

Estimated 

Parish.  Details.  Population. 

Bampton.  Work  on  the  new  sewers  and  sewerage  1592 

works  is  practically  completed.  There 
has  been  considerable  delay  in  the 
supply  of  httings  and  pumps.  Howmver, 
it  IS  hoped  that  the  new  scheme  will 
come  into  operation  early  in  1951. 

Bickleigh.  The  village  is  partl}^  sewered  and  dis-  200 

posal  is  by  means  of  a  septic  tank. 

Bradninch.  There  are  two  outfalls  and  only  partial  1792 

treatment  of  the  sewage  is  given  by 
means  of  settling  tanks.  There  are  no 
hlter  beds.  Irrigation  channels  carry 
the  effluent  into  the  River  Culm. 
Should  the  Clyst  and  Culm  Valley 
Scheme  come  into  being,  provision 


will  be  made  to  connect  up  with  the 
two  existing  outfalls. 

Burlescombe. 

A  new  sewerage  scheme  is  required  at 
Westleigh.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  effluent  ditches  to  be 
cleaned  out  annually. 

00 

Butterleigh. 

No  sewerage  scheme.  Mainly  pail 
closets. 

96 

Cadbury. 

Conservancy. 

157 

Cadeleigh. 

Partly  sewered.  Disposal  by  septic 
tank  and  hlter. 

162 

Clayhanger. 

No  sewerage  system.  Mainly  pail 

closets. 

136 

Clayhidon. 

No  sewerage  scheme.  Drainage  is 
disposed  of  by  septic  tanks  where 
W.C’s.  have  been  installed. 

483 

Cruwys 

Morchard. 

Conservancy.  Mainly  pails. 

463 
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Parish. 

Cullompton. 


Culmstock. 


Halberton. 


Hemyock. 


Hockworthy. 


Holcombe 

Rogus. 


Estimated 

Details.  Population, 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  settlement  3073 
tanks  and  percolating  filters.  A  full 
time  man  is  employed  to  maintain  this 
system.  Considerable  trouble  is  still 
being  experienced  with  the  tannery 
effluent  at  the  sewage  works.  It  will 
be  necessary  to  change  the  filter  media 
in  1951.  The  lower  sewer  which  runs 
alongside  the  mill  leat  becomes  flooded 
in  the  Winter  months,  owing  to  the 
infiltration  of  surface  water  and  this 
will  require  attention  in  the  future. 

There  is  no  sewer  serving  the  lower 
part  of  Station  Road,  Stoneyford  and 
East  Culm. 

The  existing  works  are  inadequate  875 
and  a  new  scheme  is  required.  Messrs. 

Ross,  Hooper  &  Harvey,  the  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineers,  have  been  in¬ 
structed  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  a  new 
disposal  works  and  also  a  sewer  to 
serve  the  portion  of  the  village  on  the 
south  eastern  side  of  the  River  Culm, 
including  the  hamlet  of  Hillmoor. 

Consulting  Engineers  have  prepared  a  1302 
comprehensive  scheme  for  the  village. 

This  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
for  consideration. 

There  is  a  sewerage  scheme  with  an  957 
unsatisfactory  outfall.  At  some  future 
date  a  proper  disposal  plant  will  be 
required  to  serve  this  area. 

It  is  hoped  that  when  the  Council  201 
Houses  are  built  at  StapleCross  a  small 
scheme  will  be  installed  to  serve  this 
area. 

Conservancy.  There  are  also  several  478 
unsatisfactory  septic  tanksbut  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  for  these  to  be 
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Parish. 


liuntsham. 

Kentisbeare. 


Loxbeare. 

Morebath. 

Oakford. 

Sampford 

Peverell. 

Silverton. 

Stoodleigh. 


Estimated 

Details.  Population. 

emptied  at  regular  intervals  by  a  cess¬ 
pool  emptier.  An  extension  to  the 
effluent  drain  serving  the  four  Council 
houses  at  Holly  Tree  will  be  carried 
out  in  1951. 

Conservancy— mainly  pails.  183 

There  is  a  very  primitive  sewerage  814 

system  with  no  proper  disposal  works. 

A  sewerage  scheme  is  required.  A 
scheme  to  serve  24  Council  houses  and 
three  private  houses  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year  and  is  working 
satisfactorily. 

Conservancy — pails  and  septic  tanks.  159 

A  proposed  scheme  of  sewers  and  dis-  403 
posal  plant  to  serve  the  village  and  the 
new  Council  houses  has  beensubmitted 
to  the  Ministry  for  their  approval. 

Sewerage  scheme  with  septic  tank  and  444 

hlter. 

The  existing  conditions  are  very  bad,  730 

giving  rise  to  nuisances  during  the 
Summer.  The  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  have  submitted  a  scheme  to 
the  Ministry  for  their  approval. 

Public  sewer  with  a  satisfactory  dis-  1129 
posal  works.  A  sewer  at  the  rear  of 
King  Street  wdll  need  re-laying  in  the 
near  future. 

Conservancy — mainly  pails.  Improve-  300 

ments  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  by  the  Devon  County  Council 
to  the  small  sew^er  serving  the  school 
and  the  school  cottages. 


Templeton.  Conservancy — mainly  pails. 


155 


Estimated 

Parish.  Details.  Population. 

Thorverton.  Public  sewerage  scheme  with  a  satis-  874 

factory  disposal  works. 


Uffculme.  Public  sewerage  scheme,  settling  tanks  1672 

and  broad  irrigation.  A  new  disposal 
plant  will  be  required  at  a  future  date. 
Consulting  Engineers  have  been  in 
structed  to  go  into  the  question  of 
providing  a  sewer  for  the  south  west¬ 
ern  side  of  village,  embracing  Cold- 
harbour,  Grantlands  and  the  new 
Council  Housing  Estate,  as  well  as 
carrying  out  improvements  to  the 
existing  disposal  works. 

Uplowman.  Conservancy.  Pails  and  septic  tanks.  316 


Washfield.  A  small  scheme  for  the  village  and  315 

new  Council  houses  has  been  prepared 
and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  their 
approval. 

Willand.  Consulting  Engineers  have  now  com-  666 

pleted  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  for 
this  area  and  this  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Ministry. 


Shops  Acts. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action 
during  the  year  under  review. 

Sanitation  of  Schools. 

During  the  year  under  review  a  complete  new  system 
of  drainage  has  been  installed  at  the  Shillingford  County 
Primary  School.  The  old  insanitary  earth  closets  have 
been  abolished  and  wmter  closets  installed  in  their  place. 
Adequate  wash-hand  basins  and  cloak-rooms  have  also 
been  provided 

At  the  Stoodleigh  County  Primary  School,  a  nuisance 
from  the  existing  drainage  system  has  been  abated  by  the 
installation  of  a  septic  tank  and  filter  bed.  Drainage  of 
the  school  cottages  has  also  been  put  in  order. 
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Drainage  from  the  property  known  as  Woodlands, 
which  previously  discharged  into  a  ditch  which  runs  along¬ 
side  the  playground  of  the  Willand  County  Primary  School, 
has  been  attended  to.  Woodlands  is  now  connected  up  to 
the  main  sewer  and  the  nuisance  has  been  abated. 

The  County  Education  Committee  has  been  notified 
that  the  existing  well  water  supply  to  the  school  at  Ash 
Thomas  is  unsatisfactory  and  they  have  been  asked  to 
arrange  for  a  wholesome  supply  of  water  from  the  Regional 
Main  which  runs  alongside  the  school. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Earfi^  in  1950  investigation  was  carried  out  at  the  Wilts. 
United  Dairies,  Hemyock,  by  an  official  of  the  Ministry  of 
Fuel  and  Power  and  since  that  time  no  complaints  have 
been  received  from  this  area. 

Swimming  Baths. 

During  the  year,  several  visits  were  made  to  the  Swim¬ 
ming  Baths  at  Waterloo  Cross,  Uffculme.  The  water  is 
both  filtered  and  chlorinated  at  regular  intervals.  Samples 
taken  showed  that  the  wmter  was  satisfactory. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

The  Council  are  now  operating  two  refuse  lorries  and 
refuse  is  collected  from  every  one  of  the  30  parishes  in  the 
district. 

A  weekh^  collection  of  refuse  is  in  operation  in  th^ 
larger  villages  and  built-up  areas  in  the  district  and  fort” 
nightly  collections  in  the  small  out-lying  villages  and 
hamlets.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the 
collection  of  refuse  from  farms  and  isolated  groups  of 
houses,  provided  the  refuse  can  be  brought  to  a  central 
point  on  a  road  which  can  be  negotiated  by  the  refuse  lorries. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  21,359  miles  were  covered  by 
the  two  vehicles  in  the  course  of  collecting  refuse  in  this 
rural  area,  and  a  total  of  11,364  cu.  yds.  of  refuse  were 
collected  and  disposed  of.  Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled 
tipping  at  Gaddon  Down,  Uffculme. 

Salvage. 

The  collection  of  salvage  paper  will  be  re-commenced 
in  January,  1951. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Inspections  of  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  . .  7 

Milk  Samples  taken  from  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy 

Farms)  . .  . .  .  ^  . .  Nil 

Bakehouse  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  14 

Shops  and  Food  Stores  .  .  . .  . .  25 

Slaughterhouse  Visits  . .  . .  . .  716 

Inspection  of  Butchers’  and  other  Shops  . .  . .  16 

Number  of  Carcases  Examined  . .  . .  26,488 

Amount  of  Unsound  Meat  40  tons,  5  cwts.,  2  qrs.,  23  lbs. 
Knacker  Yard  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  3 

Rats  and  Mice  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  17 

Building  and  Town  and  Country  Planning  Inspections  535 

Petroleum  Inspections  (Storage  Tanks,  etc.)  . .  16 

Caravan  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  19 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shop  Inspections  ..  ..  2 

Public  Conveniences  . .  . .  . .  18 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Private  Water  Supplies  49 
Drainage  Inspections  . .  . .  .  .  117 

Inspections  of  Cafes  and  Restaurants  . .  . .  11 

Piggeries  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  3 

Cattle  Market  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  2 

Infectious  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  . ,  33 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Ice  Cream  . .  32 

Refuse  Dump  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  52 

Refuse  Complaints  Investigated  . .  . .  31 

Sewerage  Works  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  72 

Smoke  Abatement  Inspections  . .  . .  1 

Nuisances,  Complaints  and  other  Investigations  . .  126 

Disinfections— Infectious  Diseases  . .  . .  10 

Verminous  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Inspection  of  Schools  . .  . .  . .  8 


Water  Sampling. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  samples  of  water  were 
taken  from  private  wells  in  the  district.  A  large  percentage 
of  the  samples  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  where  a 
public  main  was  available  the  necessary  steps  were  taken 
to  have  the  premises  connected  thereto. '  Where  no  public 
main  was  available  the  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  cut 
out  the  source  of  pollution  and  where  this  was  not  possible 
the  wells  were  closed. 

A  total  of  10  wells  were  closed  during  the  period. 
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1  otal 

Parish.  Unsatisfactory.  Satisfactory.  Taken 


Bampton 

Cadeleigh 

Clayhanger 

Clayhidon 

Cruwys  M orchard 

Cullompton 

Halberton 

Holcombe  Rogus 

Sampford  Peverell 

Stoodleigh 

'Fernpleton 

Thorverton 

Uffculme 

Washfield 

Totals : 


1—1 
6—6 
1—1 
2  13 

1—1 
1—1 
2  13 

1—1 
112 
3  3 

1—1 
1—1 
2  3  5 

4—4 


24  9  33 


Caravan,  Moveable  Dwelling  and  Camping  Sites. 

(Section  2b9,  P.H.A.,  1936). 

No.  of  sites  licensed  during  3Tar  ..  ..  8 

Total  No.  of  licensed  sites  at  end  of  year  . .  9 

No.  of  sites  for  caravans  refused  during  year  . .  2 

Of  the  eight  new  sites  licensed,  one  was  in  respect  of 
an  occasional  caravan  site,  accommodating  a  maximum  of 
10  caravans,  at  Old  Well  Roadhouse,  Waterloo  Cross, 
Uffculme,  which  is  mainly  used  by  caravan  dwellers  passing 
through  the  area  and  only  stopping  one  or  two  days. 
Another  site  licensed  was  the  Ruthfield  Caravan  Site  at 
Silverton,  which  came  up  for  review  again  at  the  end  of  the 
year  and  has  not  yet  been  re-licensed,  due  to  unsatisfactory 
sanitary  provisions. 

The  remaining  seven  licensed  sites  are  in  respect  of 
individual  caravans  and  moveable  dwellings  occupied  by 
persons  awaiting  better  housing  accommodation,  or  waiting 
to  build  their  own  houses. 

Three  of  the  sites  have  their  own  water  supplies  from 
wells  and  springs  and  six  are  connected  to  the  Council’s 
main  water  supply. 

All  the  sites  are  licensed  for  temporary  periods  only, 
varying  from  three  to  five  years,  according  to  the  circum¬ 
stances.  The  sites  are  also  all  approved  under  the  Town 
and  Country  Planning  Act. 
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Oil  the  whole,  the  standard  of  sanitary  conditions  was 
very  satisfactory  and  any  defects  found  have  been  corrected 
by  owners  or  occupiers,  without  formal  action  under 
statutory  powers. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  came 
into  operation  from  31st  March,  1950,  on  which  date  the 
Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  was  repealed. 

The  important  difference  between  the  provisions  of  the 
new  and  old  Acts  is  that  Borough  and  District  Councils  are 
now  directly  vested  whereas  formerly  the  vesting  was  in  the 
County  Councils,  with  the  right  of  delegation. 

The  new  Act  greatly  strengthens  the  powers  of  local 
authorities  and  furnishes  them  with  the  means  of  achieving 
radical  improvement  in  the  control  of  rats  and  mice.  It 
emphasises  the  primary  obligation  as  being  upon  the  local 
authority  to  ensure  that  its  area  is  kept  free  from  rats  and 
mice  and  includes  powers  for  local  authorities  to  require, 
by  formal  notice,  owners  or  occupiers  of  property  to  comply 
with  requirements  of  the  authority. 

No  formal  action  w^as  taken  under  the  Act  during  the 
year  under  review.  Owners  and  occupiers  of  premises  have 
been  co-operative  in  all  cases. 

Infestations  have  not  in  any  instances  been  unduly 
extensive  and  sewers  have  received  special  and  regular 
attention  from  the  Rodent  Operator. 

The  authority  maintains  a  rodent  destruction  scheme 
in  conjunction  with  the  Tiverton  Borough  Council,  the  same 
qualified  operator  carrying  out  treatments  and  inspections 
in  the  areas  of  both  authorities. 

During  the  year  188  properties  were  inspected  (including 
inspections  by  the  Rodent  Operator),  involving  357  inspec¬ 
tions.  49  treatments  were  carried  out  for  rats  and  one 
treatment  for  mice  by  arrangement  with  occupiers.  Two 
block  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  Council’s  refuse  dump  at  Gaddon  Down,  Uffculme, 
has  received  regular  treatment  and  attention. 

Petroleum  Regulations. 

Number  of  storage  licenses  renewed  for  1950  . .  126 

Number  of  new  storage  licenses  issued  in  1950  . .  10 

Total  number  of  premises  licensed  at  the  end  of  1950  136 
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SECTION  C— FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 


Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

c 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  . . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

5 

1 

Nil 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 

19 

3 

Nil 

Total  .. 

29 

4 

Nil 

2 -  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

Want  of  cleanliness — 3.  Remedied — 3. 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

{a)  Insufficient — 1.  Remedied — 1. 

{b)  Unsuitable  or  defective — Nil.  Remedied — Nil. 

Total  Number  of  Defects  Found — 4. 

Total  NuxMber  of  Defects  Remedied— 4. 

3.— MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE. 

During  the  year  under  review,  a  complete  check  of 
factories  requiring  Certihcates  of  Adequate  Means  of  Escape 
in  Case  of  F ire  was  made  throughout  the  district.  New  and 
up-to-date  Certihcates  and  initial  Certihcates  in  many 
instances,  were  issued  as  necessary  to  factories  and  work¬ 
places,  either — 

(a)  employing  more  than  20  persons  ;  or 

(b)  storing  or  using  highly  inhammable  materials  ; 

the  latter  including  many  garages  in  the  district  using 
cellulose  spraying  solution. 


SECTION  D— TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT 

AND  BUILDING  BYELAWS. 


1 

Deposited 

Approved 

Rejected 

Plans  and  applicationsin  respect 
of  building  and  other  develop¬ 
ment 

273 

269 

4 

Plans  and  applications  under 
Control  of  Advertisement  Regs. 

9 

7 

2 

“  Outline  ”  or  “  informal  ”  plans 
and  applications 

14 

12 

2 

Totals 

296 

288 

8 

There  were  no  appeals  on  Planning  Permission  during 
the  year  under  review. 


Town  and  Country  Planning  (General  Development)  Order,  1950. 

The  above  Order  came  into  force  on  22nd  May,  1950, 
bringing  with  it  three  mdin  changes  in  the  application  of 
the  Act.  These  were  : — 

(1)  SimLplification  of  procedure.  Everything  connected 
with  the  making  of  an  application  for  planning 
permission  and  the  determination  of  development 
charge  is  now  contained  in  one  statutory  instrument. 

(2)  To  assist  developers  a  form  of  application  was 
introduced  called  an  “outline”  application,  which 
is  a  special  procedure  designed  to  facilitate  the 
making  of  an  application  by  a  developer  who 
wishes  to  know  whether  his  building  proposals  are 
likely  to  prove  acceptable  before  he  proceeds  wdth 
the  preparation  of  detailed  plans. 

(3)  Certain  of  the  permitted  classes,  notably  develop¬ 
ment  within  the  curtilage  of  a  dwelling-house, 
agricultural  buildings,  works  and  uses  and  develop¬ 
ment  for  industrial  purposes,  are  now  considerably 
widened.  Mouseholders,  farmers  and  industrialists 
benefitted  materially  from  these  changes. 
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Although  certain  development  may  be  exempt  from 
Planning  Permission,  in  the  majority  of  instances  the 
Council’s  Building  Byelaw  approval  is  still  required  and 
plans  need  still  to  be  submitted  to  the  Council. 


SECTION  E— BUILDING  LICENSING. 

1.  Licenses  Granted  by  Council  for: 

(a)  New  Dwellings  ..  ..  ..  2 

(h)  Maintenance,  Repairs  and  Conversion  ..  44 

Total  number  of  licenses  granted  by  Council 

during  year  . .  . .  . .  46 

2.  Licenses  Granted  by  Ministry  of  Works  for: 

(a)  New  Farmhouses  ..  ..  ..  6 

(b)  New  Buildings  (other  than  Farmhouses 

and  Dwellings)  . .  . .  . .  21 

(c)  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc.  ..  ..  81 

Total  number  of  licenses  granted  by  Ministry 

of  Works  during  year  . .  . .  108 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list 
for  private  enterprise  building  licenses  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  51. 

11  new  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year.  Six 
of  these  were  ordinary  private  dwellings  erected  under 
private  enterprise  building  licenses  and  hve  were  farm¬ 
houses  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Works. 


SECTION  F-COUNCIL  HOUSING  PROGRESS,  1950. 

Number  of  Council  Houses  erected  and  completed 

during  1950  . .  . .  . .  . .  77 

(63  Traditional  and  14  Non-Traditional; 

Number  of  Council  Houses  under  construction  at 

31st  December,  1950  ..  ..  ..  63 

(37  Traditional  and  26  Non-Traditional) 

Total  number  of  Council  Houses  erected  to  date  . .  201 

(187  Traditional  and  14  Non-Traditional) 
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Number  of  Housing  Sites  approved  for  construction  on 
which  work  has  not  yet  been  started  (he  ,  approved  for 


future  development) 

Traditional 

Non-'I'raditional 

No. 

of 

No.  of 

Site  (Parish)  Houses 

Site  (Parish) 

Houses 

Bickleigh 

10 

Ash  Thomas 

6 

Bradninch 

12  ■ 

Bampton 

8 

Burlescombe 

16 

Cullompton 

24 

Butterleigh 

2 

Halberton 

12 

Cadbury 

2 

Hemyock 

10 

Clayhidon 

4 

Kentisbeare 

8 

Cruwys  Alorchard 

4 

Morebath 

6 

•  •  ^ 

Cullompton 

14 

Culmstock 

20 

Halberton 

28 

Hemyock 

10 

Hockworthy 

2 

Holcombe  Rogus. . 

6 

Loxbeare 

2 

Oakford 

2 

Sampford  Peverell 

44 

Silverton 

6 

Stoodleigh 

10 

Templeton 

2 

Thorverton 

4 

Washfield 

2 

Willand 

30 

SECTION  G— HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year'. — 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  . .  . .  . .  89 

{h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  127 

(2)  [a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-heading  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid¬ 
ated  Regulations,  1925  . .  . .  64 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  64 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unht  for  human  habitation  . .  19 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading 
and  found  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  45 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 

in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

{a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  1 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners  . .  . .  . .  2 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  . .  . .  . .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

{a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  1 

{h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 
takings  were  accepted  ..  ..Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders  . . 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 


•  • 
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Rural  Housing  Survey. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  very  little  progress  in 
connection  with  the  Rural  Housing  Survey.  The  latest 
figures  are  as  follows  : — 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  up  to  31st 


December,  1950  . .  . .  . .  3443 

Category  “A”  ..  ..  563 

Category  “  B  ”  . .  . .  .  •  1222 

Category  “C”  ..  ..  ..  1414 

Category  “  D  ”  . .  . .  . .  244 


Housing  Act,  1949. 

General  Purport. 

The  Act  abolishes  the  term  '‘working  class”  in  most 
sections  of  the  1936  Housing  Act.  The  1949  Act  also 
enables  local  authorities  to  make  loans,  etc., for  the  acquisition 
of  housing  accommodation  and  also  to  make  grants  for  the 
improvement  of  housing  accommodation  provided  the 
improved  dwelling  complies  with  the  standard  of  fitness 
laid  down. 

The  Act  also  continues  the  control  of  the  selling  price 
and  rent  of  houses  built  under  licence  until  20th  December, 
1953.  It  extends  the  control  to  houses  and  buildings  of  any 
kind  converted  into  houses  or  flats  under  authority  of  a 
building  licence. 

Part  II  of  the  Act — Improvement  Grants. 

This  part  of  the  Act  is  principally  designed  to  assist  the 
carrying  out  of  any  works  which  add  to  a  house,  which  is  of 
sound  construction  and  in  good  repair,  amenities  and 
conveniences  which  are  normally  provided  in  a  house  of 
modern  construction  and  which  have  come  to  be  regarded 
as  necessary  for  a  pleasant  and  healthy  life. 

During  the  year  several  informal  applications  for 
improvement  grants  were  received  but  the  Council  did  not 
make  any  such  grants  as  in  each  case  the  dwelling  to  be 
improved  was  not  of  sufficient  standard  so  as  to  conform  to 
the  requirements  laid  down. 


SECTION  H— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 


Ice  Cream  Premises. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 

and/or  sale  of  ice  cream  during  the  year  . .  22 

Total  number  of  registered  premises  at  end  of  year 

under  review  . .  . .  . .  . .  34 

Of  the  premises  registered,  hve  are  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream  ;  the  remaining  29  premises  are 
used  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  pre-packed  or  pre-manufac- 
tured  ice  cream,  only. 


Summary  of  Ice  Cream  Samples  Taken  During  The  Year. 


Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

I'otal 
No.  of 

Parish 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Fair 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Very  Bad 

Samples 

Taken 

Hampton 

..  3 

— 

— 

— 

o 

o 

Bradnmch 

..  1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Cullompton 

..  5 

— 

— 

2 

7 

Halberton 

♦  •  - 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Kentisbeare 

..  2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Sampford 

Peverell 

..  1 

1 

2 

Uffculme 

..  3 

— 

1 

4 

Willand 

..  2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

17 

1 

3 

2 
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Dealers  and  manufacturers  have  been  informed  of  the 
analysis  results  and  advice  and  instruction  in  improvements 
have  been  given  where  necessary,  in  cases  of  bad  or  unsatis¬ 
factory  results. 


Meat  Inspection  (Meat  Regulations  and  Slaughterhouses 

(R.D.C.)  Order  1934). 

Two  slaughterhouses  have  been  in  use  during  the  year, 
i.e.,  the  Government  Slaughterhouse  and  Messrs.  C.  &  T. 
Harris  (Caine)  Ltd.,  both  at  Tiverton  Junction. 
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The  work  of  Meat  Inspection  has  received  special 
attention.  All  carcases  and  offals  have  been  inspected  at 
the  time  of  slaughter. 

During  the  year  the  C'ouncil  decided  that  owing  to  the 
detailed  inspection  required  and  the  extra  wmrk  involved, 
a  full  time  Meat  Inspector  be  appointed.  Mr.  R.  E.  J. 
Hargreaves  was  appointed  to  do  this  work  and  commenced 
duty  on  1st  November,  1950. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

(Cows) 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2559 

2575 

15563 

5791 

Number  inspected.. 

2559 

2575 

15563 

5791 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
for  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  . . 

37 

19 

111 

3 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
for  tuberculosis  only 

61 

2 

— ' 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Act.  The  Electro¬ 
leather  is  used  for  the  stunning  of  sheep  and  pigs  and  the 
Cash  Captive  Bolt  for  bullocks  and  calves  at  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Slaughterhouse  at  Tiverton  Junction; 

13  new  licenses  to  slaughter  animals  were  granted 
during  the  year  for  periods  of  three  years  and  one  licence 
was  renewed  for  a  period  of  three  years. 


Adulteration. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act.  The  work  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Medical 
Department  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratories. 
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Clean  Food  Campaigns  and  Food  Byelaws. 

On  30th  November,  1950,  the  Food  Byelaws  made  by 
the  Council  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  came  into  force,  the  Model  B^mlaws  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food  having  been  adopted  in  toto  by  the  Council. 

The  object  of  the  byelaws  is  to  secure  the  observance 
of  sanitary  and  clean  conditions  and  practices  in  connection 
with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  sold  or 
intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption  and  in  connection 
with  the  sale  or  exposure  for  sale,  in  the  open  air,  of  food 
intended  for  human  consumpton. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  byelaws  during  the  year. 

Careful  supervision  of  restaurants  and  cafes,  etc.;  has 
continued  during  the  year. 


Milk  Supply — Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1949. 

During  the  year  inspections  of  dairies  (other  than  dair}-' 
farms,  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries),  have  been  carried  out  and 
improvements  have  been  effected  by  informal  action  in 
cases  where  improvements  have  been  found  necessary. 

During  the  year  : 

five  Dealers’  Licenses  authorising  the  use  of  the 
Special  Designation  T.T.  ”  have  been  granted  by  the 
Council  and  two  Dealers’  Licenses  authorising  the 
use  of  the  Special  Designation  “  T.T.  ”  were  renewed 
by  the  Council ; 

three  premises  were  registered  by  the  Council  as  Dairies 
fnot  being  dairy  farms) ; 

two  Milk  Distributors  were  registered  by  the  Council. 

By  way  of  interest  it  is  reported  that  continued  good 
progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  recondition¬ 
ing  and  reconstruction  of  cowsheds  and  application  for 
building  licenses  for  such  work  has  received  the  special 
attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Works. 
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Plans  for  new,  or  alterations  to  existing,  cowsheds 
continue  to  be  referred  to  the  Milk  Production  Officer  for 
approval  from  a  milk  production  standpoint,  prior  to 
planning  and  byelaw  approvals  being  issued. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for 
their  help  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

G.  NICHOLSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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